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SUBJECT: TASS ON SCIENTISTS LETTER TO PRESIDENT 

REF: MOSCOW 04851 

1 . UNDER HEADING "MISUNDERSTANDING OR EXCUSE?" PRAVDA OF 
MARCH 17 CARRIES A TASS ITEM ON WHITE HOUSE TREATMENT OF 
LETTER OF SOVIET SCIENTISTS TO PRESIDENT CARTER ON NEUTRON 
WEAPON. AFTER EXPLAINING IN SEVERAL PARAGRAPHS THE SUB- 
STANCE AND IMPORTANCE OF THIS LETTER, TASS STATES THAT THE 
WHITE HOUSE RESPONSE HAS EVOKED SURPRISE AND CLAIMS THAT 
SPOKESMAN POWELL "EVADED ANSWERING THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
QUESTION." TASS CONCLUDES BY STATING THAT "ONE CANNOT 
ANSWER SUCH QUESTIONS IN PASSING, IN AN OFFHAND WAY." 

2. COMMENT: THIS TASS ARTICLE SUGGESTS THAT MOSCOW HOPES 
TO SQUEEZE ALL THE PROPAGANDA VALUE IT CAN OUT OF THE 
LETTER OF THE SOVIET SCIENTISTS. THIS ARTICLE REINFORCES 

OUR CONVICTION (REFTEL) THAT AMBASSADOR SHOULD ADDRESS THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE ISSUE IN MANNER SUGGESTED REFTEL AND THAT 
WE SHOULD THEREBY CONVEY OUR POSITION TO THE SOVIET PUBLIC 
VIA VOA. TOON 
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